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	Policy Number 05:

	

	Fundraising
	




INTRODUCTION
The Plurabelle Paddlers (the Club) is a registered charity CHY20152, RCN 20079857 and is regulated by the Charities Regulator. The Charity Regulator has published its guide to fundraising for Irish Charities to which we also have regard. The full guide may be found on the Charities Regulator website Charities Regulator Guidance for Fundraising https://www.charitiesregulator.ie/media/1083/guidance-for-fundraising-english.pdf
This guide includes the following:
“The ultimate responsibility for adherence to these Guidelines rests with the trustees of each charity. The trustees are accountable to the beneficiaries, donors, funders, and the public.
Fundraising exists only to support the overall mission and charitable purpose of a charity. However, breach of trust in this area can lead to significant damage to the reputation of the charity and charities more generally.”
While the Board have overall responsibility and accountability for fundraising by the Club this policy applies to all members of the Club.

GENERAL
1. The Club will carry out all fundraising activities with honesty, integrity, transparency, and accountability.
1. The Board must ensure that:
1. The Club accurately describes the purpose of any fundraising in advance.
1. The donations received are used to further the Club’s charitable purpose.
1. Where donations are made for a specific purpose, the donor’s request is honoured.
1. All fundraising activities must have prior approval from the Board.
1. All fundraising activities must be carried out to further the aims or objectives of the Club.

1. Any Club member may approach the Board to propose a fundraising activity. This proposed fundraising activity must be submitted in writing and must be for a clearly defined purpose.

1. A Fundraising Committee may be formed on an ad-hoc basis if required, comprising of at least one current Board member.
1. All Donors will be treated with respect.

1. Any un-solicited donations must be notified to the Board indicating if the donation has been made for a specific or general purpose. These donations should be lodged in the Club bank account as soon as is practicable. A letter of thanks/acknowledgment will be sent to the donor on behalf of the Club.

1. Grants – all grant applications must have prior approval from the Board and completed by a person so designated by the Board. The Board will only apply for grants which are restricted to a specific purpose or project if they expect the Club can meet the requirements of the donor. As the Club is run solely by volunteers, in all grant applications the Board should consider resources and not make unrealistic commitments for the Club.
1. Charitable gifts and donations will be used for the purpose for which they were donated. Where these funds cannot be applied within a reasonable timeframe to that purpose or project the funds must be allocated to a purpose as close as possible to the original intended use. Where practical this will be communicated to the donor(s).
1. All cash from fundraising activities must be banked as soon as practicable. Records must be maintained, and reconciliations carried out in a timely manner.
1. Refusal of donations – the Board have the right to refuse donations on behalf of the Club if it decides the acceptance of the donation is not in the best interests of the Club, where the conditions linked to the donation are impractical for the Club to meet.
1. Suspicions of theft or fraud should be immediately brought to the attention of the Board. The Board will operate a zero-tolerance policy relating to theft or fraud and will notify their concerns to the Garda Siochana where appropriate.
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